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THE OVERARCHING GOAL: 60x30
By 2030, at least 60 percent of Texans ages 25-34 will have a certificate or degree

THE SECOND GOAL: COMPLETION
By 2030, at least 550,000 students in that year will complete a certificate, associate, 
bachelor’s, or master’s from an institution of higher education in Texas.

THE THIRD GOAL: MARKETABLE SKILLS
By 2030, all graduates from Texas public institutions of higher education will have 
completed programs with identified marketable skills. 

THE FOURTH GOAL: STUDENT DEBT 
By 2030, undergraduate student loan debt will not exceed 60 percent of first-year 
wages for graduates of Texas public institutions.
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Dual Credit Advances Higher Education 60x30TX Goals
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Texas Community Colleges Serve the State at Scale

Community colleges are the largest 
sector of Texas higher education

Fall 2018 Preliminary 
Enrollment % of Enrollment

Community Colleges 736,018 46.8%

Texas State Technical 
College 11,818 0.8%

Lamar State Colleges 8,157 0.5%

Public Universities 660,722 42.0%

Public Medical Institutions 26,187 1.7%

Private Institutions 128,942 8.2%

93%
Community 

colleges

93% of all Career & Technical 
Education enrollment

73%
Community 

Colleges

73% of Freshmen & 
Sophomores in Higher 

Education
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Texas Community Colleges Are Critical To Reaching 60X30TX:
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• Community colleges award the most 
post-secondary credentials of any 
sector in public higher education.

• 119,901 Degrees & Certificates 
awarded in 2018

• 51% of all Degrees & 
Certificates awarded in public 
higher education

• 91% increase in degree production 
between 2009 and 2015
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Estimated* Dual Credit Full-Time Student Equivalents as Percentage of 
Total FTSE at TX Community Colleges (2018)

*Ratio of doubled Fall 18 dual credit semester credit hours divided by 30 to FY 18 full year FTSEs (30 SCH) for each college.
Source: TACC analysis of THECB data. For inquiries, please contact Chris Fernandez: cfernandez@tacc.org



Dual Credit Enrollment Continues to Increase 
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The top 15 dual credit courses represent 75% of enrollments and three courses 
(ENGL 1301, HIST 1301 & GOVT 2305) comprise almost one-half of all dual credit enrollments.

Quick Facts on Dual Credit in Texas

185,255 high school
students enrolled

in dual credit
(Fall 2018)

10% of all high school 
students & 20% of all high 
school graduates enrolled in 

dual credit 

26% of all resident
undergraduates 
have some dual 
credit courses

24% of all enrollment 
at community & techni-
cal colleges is through 

dual credit

15% of all dual 
credit enrollments 

are in Career & 
Technical 
Education

From fall 2008 to fall 2018, dual credit enrollment increased by  34%

(Fall 2018)

Dual Credit Increases Persistence to Graduation
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Age Fall 2015 Fall 2018

14 4.2% 5.7%

15 9.3% 13.4%

16 38.8% 37.1%

17 43.3% 39.8%

18 4.4% 3.9%

Percentage of Dual Credit Students by Age
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More Dual Credit Students are Completing
Certificates and Degrees by HS Graduation

Fall of FTIC 
Enrollment

# Earned 
Cert. by HS 
Graduation

% Earned 
Cert. by HS 
Graduation

# Earned 
Assoc. by HS 
Graduation

% Earned 
Assoc. by HS 
Graduation

2009 137 0.30% 218 0.40%

2015 830 1.77% 1,705 3.64%

2018 1,053 1.83% 3,233 5.61%

Source: THECB, March 2019
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Studies Find Dual Credit Works for Students
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