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THE OVERARCHING GOAL: 60x30
By 2030, at least 60 percent of Texans ages 25-34 will have a certificate or degree

THE SECOND GOAL: COMPLETION
By 2030, at least 550,000 students in that year will complete a certificate, associate, 
bachelor’s, or master’s from an institution of higher education in Texas.

THE THIRD GOAL: MARKETABLE SKILLS
By 2030, all graduates from Texas public institutions of higher education will have 
completed programs with identified marketable skills. 

THE FOURTH GOAL: STUDENT DEBT 
By 2030, undergraduate student loan debt will not exceed 60 percent of first-year 
wages for graduates of Texas public institutions.
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Dual Credit Advances Higher Education 60x30TX Goals
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Texas Community Colleges Serve the State at Scale

Community colleges are the largest 
sector of Texas higher education

Fall 2018 Preliminary 
Enrollment % of Enrollment

Community Colleges 736,018 46.8%

Texas State Technical 
College 11,818 0.8%

Lamar State Colleges 8,157 0.5%

Public Universities 660,722 42.0%

Public Medical Institutions 26,187 1.7%

Private Institutions 128,942 8.2%

93%
Community 

colleges

93% of all Career & Technical 
Education enrollment

73%
Community 

Colleges

73% of Freshmen & 
Sophomores in Higher 

Education
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Texas Community Colleges Are Critical To Reaching 60X30TX:
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• Community colleges award the most 
post-secondary credentials of any 
sector in public higher education.

• 119,901 Degrees & Certificates 
awarded in 2018

• 51% of all Degrees & 
Certificates awarded in public 
higher education

• 91% increase in degree production 
between 2009 and 2015
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Dual Credit Enrollment Continues to Increase 
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The top 15 dual credit courses represent 75% of enrollments and three courses 
(ENGL 1301, HIST 1301 & GOVT 2305) comprise almost one-half of all dual credit enrollments.

Quick Facts on Dual Credit in Texas

185,255 high school
students enrolled

in dual credit
(Fall 2018)

10% of all high school 
students & 20% of all high 
school graduates enrolled in 

dual credit 

26% of all resident
undergraduates 
have some dual 
credit courses

24% of all enrollment 
at community & techni-
cal colleges is through 

dual credit

15% of all dual 
credit enrollments 

are in Career & 
Technical 
Education

From fall 2008 to fall 2018, dual credit enrollment increased by  34%

(Fall 2018)

Dual Credit Increases Persistence to Graduation
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Age Fall 2015 Fall 2018

14 4.2% 5.7%

15 9.3% 13.4%

16 38.8% 37.1%

17 43.3% 39.8%

18 4.4% 3.9%

Percentage of Dual Credit Students by Age
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More Dual Credit Students are Completing
Certificates and Degrees by HS Graduation

Fall of FTIC 
Enrollment

# Earned 
Cert. by HS 
Graduation

% Earned 
Cert. by HS 
Graduation

# Earned 
Assoc. by HS 
Graduation

% Earned 
Assoc. by HS 
Graduation

2009 137 0.30% 218 0.40%

2015 830 1.77% 1,705 3.64%

2018 1,053 1.83% 3,233 5.61%

Source: THECB, March 2019
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Studies Find Dual Credit Works for Students
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State Policy Landscape

SB 31 (83rd) – limited dual credit to: (1) a course in the core curriculum, (2) a career and technical education course that applies to a certificate or 
associate’s degree at the providing institution; and (3) a foreign language course. Does not apply to courses in an early college education program. 

HB 18 (84th) – removed limits on the number of total dual credit hours a student can enroll in high school each semester or year, as well as limits 
on the total number of hours in which high school students can enroll.

HB 5 (84th) – a public junior college may enter into an agreement with a school district, organization, or other person that operates a high school 
to offer a course as provided by this section regardless of whether the high school is located within the service area of the junior college district. 

HB 505 (84th) – allowed students in ninth grade through twelfth grade to take dual credit and removed the cap on the number of dual credit 
courses in which students can enroll in any given semester. 

SB 1004 (84th) – Bracketed to Harris County and effects Houston Community College System, Lee College, Lonestar College System, and San 
Jacinto College. These colleges must enter into agreements with each ISD to offer at least one dual credit course . High school students within 
Harris County can choose courses offered at any of the four community colleges. 

SB 1324 (86th) – will require a student enrolled in dual credit to file a degree plan with the college no later than: (1) the end of the second regular 
semester immediately following the semester in which the student earned a cumulative total of 15 or more SCHs, (2) if the student begins the first
semester at the college with 15 or more SCHs of course credit for dual credit courses successfully completed by the student, the end of the 
student’s second regular semester at the college. 
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Challenges Ahead

Sustainability

Saturation

Erosion of Service Areas


