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• How do students learn about dual enrollment?

• Do dually enrolled students perceive they receive 
support from the college when facing challenges 
in their dual enrollment courses?

• How do dually enrolled students perceive their 
sense of belonging within the college community?
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DESSE 
Participants



WHO PARTICIPATED?

17 colleges
across 11 states participated in the DESSE

Fall 2022 Pilot

Nearly 5,000
students responded to the survey



WHO PARTICIPATED?  |  GRADE

41%
12th grade

42%
11th grade

6%
9th grade 10%

10th grade



WHO PARTICIPATED?  |  FIRST GENERATION

34%
First-Generation

66%
Not First-

Generation



WHO PARTICIPATED?  |  GENDER

63%
Female

35%
Male

2%
Other



WHO PARTICIPATED?  |  RACE & ETHNICITY

<1%
American Indian or Alaska Native

<1%
Other

5%
African-American or Black

Asian

Latino or 

Hispanic

Two or more races

White



Conversation



DATA REVIEW 

ACTIVITY



Someone who works at the high school 
helped me learn about dual enrollment67%

No one from the college contacted me 
when I struggled with dual enrollment 
coursework to help me get the assistance 
I need

74%

I don’t feel like part of the community 
at this college37%
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How much did each of the following help you learn about 
the opportunity to take dual enrollment coursework?

Quite a bit or Very much 

25%
Someone who works

at this college

31%
Family

67%
Someone who works

at your high school

33%
Friends



Someone who works at the high school 
helped me learn about dual enrollment67%

No one from the college contacted me 
when I struggled with dual enrollment 
coursework to help me get the assistance 
I need

74%

I don’t feel like part of the community 
at this college37%



Someone who works at the high school 
helped me learn about dual enrollment67%

No one from the college contacted me 
when I struggled with dual enrollment 
coursework to help me get the assistance 
I need

74%

I don’t feel like part of the community 
at this college37%



S
U

P
P

O
R

T
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

Have you struggled in the dual enrollment classes 
you are currently taking?

38%
Yes



Has someone from this college contacted you when you 
have struggled with your dual enrollment coursework to 

help you get the assistance you need?

74%
No



Someone who works at the high school 
helped me learn about dual enrollment67%

No one from the college contacted me 
when I struggled with dual enrollment 
coursework to help me get the assistance 
I need

74%

I don’t feel like part of the community 
at this college37%



Someone who works at the high school 
helped me learn about dual enrollment67%

No one from the college contacted me 
when I struggled with dual enrollment 
coursework to help me get the assistance 
I need

74%

I don’t feel like part of the community 
at this college37%



M
O

R
E

 F
IN

D
IN

G
S

63%
Agree
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Strongly disagree

Disagree

Somewhat disagree

Somewhat agree

Agree

Strongly agree

SENSE OF BELONGING

I feel like part of the community at this college.
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TAKING A CLOSER LOOK

Getting Started Support Services Teaching & Learning More Findings
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What are your goals and reasons for taking 
dual enrollment coursework?

Mark all that apply

To boost your high school GPA

To earn credit toward an associate degree

To earn credit toward a bachelor’s degree

To earn credit toward a certificate or 

industry credential

73%

55%

50%

45%

19%

To save money on college
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Mark all that apply

To boost your high school GPA

To earn credit toward an associate degree

To earn credit toward a bachelor’s degree

To earn credit toward a certificate or 

industry credential

73%

55%

50%

45%

19%

Asian: 44%

African American or Black: 39%

Latino or Hispanic: 43%

White: 52%

To save money on college
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Did you participate in an orientation for dual 
enrollment courses through this college?

43%

Respondents who said “No”
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enrollment courses offered by this college?

61%
Easy

39%
Difficult
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How much did each of the following help you determine 
the dual enrollment courses you are taking right now?

Quite a bit or Very much 

19%
Someone who works

at this college

23%
Family

52%
Someone who works

at your high school

29%
Friends
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0 times

In the past year, how many times have you interacted 
with an advisor/counselor from this college?

51%
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Of the 49% of all students who did interact with an 
advisor/counselor, what was discussed:

Mark all that apply

Academic support services available

How college courses are different 

than high school courses

Which courses would transfer toward intended 

program at 4-year college

Developing an academic plan

18%

27%

33%

45%
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Of the 49% of all students who did interact with an 
advisor/counselor, what was discussed:

Mark all that apply

Academic support services available

How college courses are different 

than high school courses

Which courses would transfer toward intended 

program at 4-year college

18%

27%
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45%

45%
of respondents want 

to earn credit toward 

a bachelor’s degree

Developing an academic plan
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I am aware of …

Career Counseling Transfer credit assistance to a 

4-year college or university

39%
49%
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Of those aware of the services

During the past year, I have never used …

Career Counseling Transfer credit assistance to a 

4-year college or university

77%
88%
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Strongly disagree
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Somewhat disagree

Somewhat agree
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Strongly agree
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79%
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BARRIERS TO PERSISTENCE

Which of the following make it difficult to 
take dual enrollment courses?

Access to technology Cost Transportation

Where the courses are offered When the courses are offered Being academically unprepared

8% 9% 10%

11% 16% 16%
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10%
No preference

22%
Online

45%
In person at your 

high school

23%
In person at 
this college

HOW STUDENTS PREFER TO TAKE DE CLASSES

How do you prefer to take your dual enrollment courses?



M
O

R
E

 F
IN

D
IN

G
S

10%
No preference

22%
Online

45%
In person at your 

high school

23%
In person at 
this college

HOW STUDENTS PREFER TO TAKE DE CLASSES

How do you prefer to take your dual enrollment courses?



STUDENT GOALS AFTER GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL

What is your primary goal immediately after 
you graduate from high school?

To attend college, but I am not sure where

To attend this college

To attend an out-of-state 4-year college or university

To attend an in-state 4-year college or university

8%

12%

14%

49%

Undecided

To attend a different community college

To work for pay

To join the military

Other

8%

4%

2%

1%

1%
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