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47%

Pre-pandemic, community colleges were 
the largest sector of higher education 

enrollments (Fall 2019)
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Serving the Needs of Rural Texas



Labor Market Insights 

June 20 – Sept. 17, 2021

Unemployment Rate

6.4%
(April 2021)

Job Postings in Texas

652,796
(September 2021)

Visit our website for all LMI reports

https://tacc.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/texaslmisnapshots_june-sept202159347717.pdf


82%
In 2020, Texas community 
colleges conferred

of all Career & Technical 
Education (CTE) credentials

of statewide CTE credentials are conferred by 
rural colleges

28%

48%
of rural credentials are CTE

(without core & fields of study)



TRUE: Texas Reskilling & Upskilling through Education



TRUE Outcomes

Work and coordinate with state (TWC, 

THECB, others) and  local partners (LWDBs, 

Chambers, others) to put Texans back to 
work.

Workforce reskilling and upskilling 
through educational opportunities
aligned with good careers. 

• New accelerated employment 
training leading to credentials of 
value that can be completed in weeks or 
less than six months. 

• Certificates may be stacked leading to 
additional skills and credential 
attainment aligned to current COVID-
impacted workforce needs. 

• Sustainable talent pipelines to meet 
local and regional workforce needs of 
the future.

Short term credentials increased and 

recognized under 60x30TX plan to meet the 

goals of Texas higher education plan.

• New credentials identified under this 

initiative used to inform funding formula 

recommendations related to institutional 

appropriations of funds for public junior 

colleges.



TRUE Funding for Fiscal Year 2022

$25M from GEER Funding 
(awards expected in October 2021)

$15 M from federal COVID funds 
appropriated in Senate Bill 8 to be 

awarded Spring 2022



92%

Texas community colleges enroll more than 
92% of all dual credit students

of statewide dual credit enrollment is by 
rural colleges

10%

of all enrollment at community colleges is 
through dual credit

27%
Community colleges lead 

dual credit in Texas



Dual Credit in Texas

183,726
high school  

students enrolled 
in dual credit

THECB, Fall 2020

23%
of all high school 
graduates have 

dual credit

25%
of all first-time 

students at 
public colleges 

and universities 
have dual credit

120%
From Fall 2010 to 

Fall 2020, dual 
credit enrollment 

increased by 120%





Commission on Community College Finance 

Goal: The Commission shall make recommendations for 
consideration by the 88th Texas Legislature for 
establishing a state funding formula and funding levels 
sufficient for sustaining viable community college 
education and training offerings throughout the state. 

The Commission may examine and make 
recommendations on other policy and finance matters, 
including: 

• workforce demand and skills gaps; 

• dual credit programs and costs; 

• variation between taxing districts and service areas 

• student graduation, transfer, and success metrics; and 

• the relationship between economic cycles and student 
enrollment.

The Commission will examine trend and forecast data, seek 
stakeholder input, and account for equity in student 
outcomes. Based on its findings the Commission will 
make recommendations for: 

• The components of state funding for public junior 
colleges, including contact hour funding formulas 

• The feasibility of establishing shared service agreements 
or interinstitutional collaborations where institutions of 
higher education may perform administrative services, 
other than direct instruction and student support services, 
for other institutions of higher education for a fee or 
other consideration



Commission Appointees To-Date

Woody Hunt
Senior Chairman of the 

Board of Hunt Companies

Mark Escamilla
President, 

Del Mar College

Todd Williams
CEO, The Commit Partnership

Brian Jones
Director, Professional Learning 

at Odessa College

Presiding Officer

Brenda Hellyer
Chancellor, 

San Jacinto College

Carol Scott
Chair, Del Mar College 

Board of Regents

Steve Head
Chancellor, 

Lone Star College

Brandon Creighton
Texas State Senate

Larry Taylor
Texas State Senate



Community College
Instructional Appropriations 2022-2023

Community colleges receive 
state funding for 
instructional support through 
a formula consisting of 
contact hour funding, core 
operations funding, and the 
outcomes-based Student 
Success Point model.  The 
state also provides support 
for group health insurance 
and retirement benefits.

78%

4%

0% 17%

1%
Contact Hours

Core Operations

BAT

Student Success Points

Need-Based Supplement

$1,447.2 M

$68.0 M

$3.4 M

$314.8 M

$11.0 M



Final Formula  Funding for FY2022-23



Community College Finance 
Steering Committee

The Steering Committee includes:

• 11 presidents/chancellors; 

• 7 trustees/regents; 

• 2 faculty members; 

• 2 resource partners; and 

• 2 ex-official members from TACC & CCATT.

The Steering Committee will: 

• Serve as a communications channel between 
the Commission and stakeholders (community 
colleges, students, policy makers, employers)

• Inform the Commission on the needs of 
today’s community college students 

• Provide a historical perspective of community 
college funding in the state 

• Ensure the Commission’s recommendations 
are realistic, fundable, actionable, and aligned 
to the mission of the institutions 

• Serve as an ongoing “vetting vehicle” for 
Commission recommendations 

• Debate issues internally then advise the 
Commission with a unified voiceVisit our website on the Commission

https://tacc.org/tacc/commission-community-college-finance


Policy Partners & Stakeholders



Invitation for a 
Conversation 


